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Mariage de Prudhoinme" is excellent comedy and full of comic situations. So here I am, with eight acts on my hands instead of five.
November 14,
Adieu; I must throw myself into unexpected labour which may give me an arachnitis. I arn offered twenty thousand francs for " Cesar Birotteau " by December 10. It is one volume and a half to do, but my poverty has made me promise it. I must work twenty-five nights and twenty-five days. So, to you all tender things. I must rush to Sevres and find the manuscript already begun and the proofs of the work. There are only nine feuilles done, and forty-six are needed; thirty-five to do. There's not a minute to be lost. Adieu, I must be twenty-five days without writing to you.
PARIS, December 20, 1837.
I have just finished, as I promised to do, and I wrote you hastily in my last letter I should do, '' Cesar Birotteau." I had to do at the same time " La Maison Nucingeu " for the " Presse." That is enough to tell you that I am worn-out, in a state of inexpressible annihilation. It requires a certain effort to write to you, and I do it under the inspiration of horrible fears and anxieties. I have heard nothing from you since your number 34, dated October 6. You have never left me so long without news of you, and you could scarcely believe how, in the midst of my work, this silence has alarmed me, for I know it is not without some reason that you have failed to write to me.
To-day I can only write in haste, to tell you that I am not dead with fatigue or inflammation of the brain; that "Cesar Birotteau" and the third dizain are "both out; that "La Maison Nncingen," finished a mouth ago, will soon appear; that I am about to finish "Massimilla Doni;" that the edition called "Balzac Illustrated" will